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              Research into teacher-on-teacher bullying in the workplace:

                                      Invitation to participate 

My name is Genevieve T. Murray and I am undertaking a Ph.D. research study on ‘Teacher-on-Teacher Workplace Bullying in the Post Primary Sector of the Irish education system’.  This research is guided by Professor Mona O’Moore who is founder of the Trinity College Anti Bullying Centre in Ireland. The education sector has the highest incidence of workplace bullying in Ireland (ESRI, 2007).  The aim of this study is to establish whether it is peer-on-peer bullying, principal on teacher bullying, teacher on principal bullying, or a combination of all three. At present we do not have sufficient information about the causes; a good understanding of bullying should help to overcome the problem.  To gain a greater insight into the causes of bullying in the education sector I need school teachers/principals to tell me about their own experiences and invite them to contribute to this research should they see themselves in any or some of the following categories:
1. Teachers/Principals who feel they are subjected to persistent bullying.

2. Teachers/Principals for whom the bullying has stopped.
3. Teachers/Principals who have had allegations of bullying made against them.
4. Teachers/Principals who have not been subjected to workplace bullying. 

I am asking teachers/principals to complete the confidential online questionnaire and as a follow-up I hope to meet with participants either individually or as part of focus groups to discuss the problem of bullying in greater depth. The information that will be obtained from this research project should assist the teaching profession in the implementation of more effective policies and procedures in combating and preventing workplace bullying.

I would like to acknowledge formal support for this research from the following organizations:    Teachers Union of Ireland (TUI)  

                          Association of Secondary Teachers of Ireland (ASTI)
                          The National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MKQ3X7D 
